THE LANDSCAPE OF ARMED GROUPS IN EASTERN CONGO
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTE

This map is the result of extensive fieldwork throughout eastern Congo, triangulated with expert
sources and Kivu Security Tracker data. Mapping non-state armed groups is, like other illicit phe-
nomena, a sensitive task and inevitably involves imprecisions. The map shows “areas of influen-
ce” rather than absolute control. While some armed groups exert effective control over an area,
others may be able to exert substantial influence over larger zones but lack full control over those
areas. Hence the size of an armed group’s area does not necessarily correspond to that group’s
strength.
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